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Green Lunchroom Challenge




Prairie Research Institute: Illinois-focused  Resource 
Research and Service
Addressing societal challenges that impact Illinois and the global community
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ISTC’s Mission
“To encourage and assist citizens, businesses and 
government to prevent pollution, to conserve 
natural resources, and to reduce waste to 
protect human health and the environment in 
Illinois and beyond.”
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Why do we care about food waste?
Wasted Food = Wasted resources, money,
& nutrition
Food production = 
• 10% of total US energy budget
• 50% of US land use
• 80% of US fresh water consumption
BUT…40% of food in the US goes uneaten
Americans throw out ~$165 billion of food/year.
In 2013, 49.1 million Americans lived in food insecure homes…including 15.8 
million children (Feeding America)
http://www.nrdc.org/food/files/wasted-food-IP.pdf
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What is the Green Lunchroom Challenge?
• Voluntary, friendly competition
• Funded by US EPA Region 5
• Sign up for an account at www.greenlunchroom.org
• Choose activities from an online list and receive points for 
completion
• GLC staff review all submitted materials & approve points, which 
will then be added to a running total
• Schools compete against schools, districts against districts
• Other organizations can participate, but don’t compete against 
schools
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What is the Green Lunchroom Challenge?
• Opportunity to reduce waste, operating expenses
• Set an example of stewardship, responsible 
citizenship for students
• Participant with the most points earned wins  recognition + 
prize (TBD)
• Webinars
• Resources, technical assistance
Photo: USDA Blog
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GLC activity categories are in line with 






Learn more about the Challenge




There’s still time to sign up—Challenge period ends May 31!
Also—Check out the free Illinois Food Scrap Coalition’s We Compost 
recognition program: http://illinoiscomposts.org/we-compost
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